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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 claim 1 (currently amended) : A computer- implemented irethod 

2 comprising: 

3 a) encoding, with a computer system including at least one 

4 computer, one or more ad properties of an ad and including 
the one or more encoded ad properties in a clxck URL, 
wherein the one or more encoded ad properties include t [a* 
I c a u L ui iL u r (D iuI u u .L. 1 inn I t UI l u LIm u W fche ^ 

(2) i nfn rma L i u a i nrti nnLi n y q jm rH nn r nb^-^ 
] information indicating how the ad was selected as a 
candidate for serving; 



5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

U b7 l "slrvlng7with the computer system, the ad together with 

12 the click URL; 

13 C ) in response to a user selection of the ad, 



14 
15 



i) decoding, with the computer system, the one or 
more encoded ad properties at an intermediate URL 



16 server, and 

ii) forwarding, with the computer system, a content 
rendering facility of the user to an ad landing page; 



17 
18 

19 and 

20 d) using the one or more encoded ad properties to perform. 

21 with the computer system, at least one of (1) tracking the 

22 performance of the ad and (2) determining advertiser 

23 charges for serving the ad. 

1 Claim 2 (previously presented) : The computer- implemented method 

2 of claim 1 wherein the one or more ad properties include ad 

3 serving parameters . 
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1 Claim 3 (currently amended) : The computer-implemented method of 

2 claim t [4] 1 10 wherein the one or more encoded ad properties 

3 include information indicating how the ad was served, and 

4 wherein the information indicating how the ad was served 

5 includes one or more of: a time the ad was served; a time the ad 

6 was rendered; a rendering attribute of the ad; a position of the 

7 ad within a Web page; information about other ads tha z were 
rendered along with the ad; and a geolocation to whici the ad 



8 



9 was served. 



1 Claim 4 (previously presented) : The computer- implemented method 

2 of claim 1 wherein the act of encoding one or more ad properties 

3 represents the encoded one or more ad properties with characters 

4 from a set of K characters, where K is no more than 72. 

1 Claim 5 (previously presented) : The computer- implemented method 

2 of claim 4 wherein K is 64. 

1 Claim 6 (previously presented) : The computer- implemented method 

2 of claim 4 wherein K is 32 . 

1 Claim 7 (previously presented) : The computer-implemented method 

2 of claim 4 wherein K is 16. 

1 Claim 8 (previously presented) : The computer- implemented method 

2 of claim 1 wherein the encoded one or more ad properties are 

3 represented with a set of K characters, and wherein the set of K 

4 characters excludes one or more characters selected from a set 

5 of characters consisting of "control" "space- «<" and »%" . 

1 Claim 9 (previously presented) : The computer-implemented method 

2 of claim 1 wherein the encoded one or more ad properties are 
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3 represented with a set of K characters, and wherein the set of K 

4 characters excludes one or more characters selected from a set 

5 of characters consisting of •{« "I" "\» "a- »P and •]-. 

1 claim 10 (currently amended) : [[Ml A computer-implemented 

2 method [ [ of claim - i ] ] comprising: 

3 a) encoding, with a comput rr system including at least one 

4 computer, one or more ad properties o f an ad and ^eluding 

5 the one or more encoded ad properties in a clickJJRI^ 

6 wherein the one or more en coded *d properties include_at 

7 least one of (1) informa tion indicating how the adwas 

8 served, (2) information i ndicating advertiser . c h arges, and 

9 (3) information indicating how t he was selected as a 
10 candidate for serving; 

n serving, with the comp u ter system, the ad together wit] 

12 the click URL; 

13 c) in response to a user sel ection of the ad, 

14 j) decoding, with the computer system, the one or 

15 more encoded ad propert ies at an intermediate URL 

16 server, and 

17 jj) forwarding, with t h e computer system, a content 

18 rendering facility of the user to an ad landing page; 

19 and 

20 d ) using the one or mor e encoded ad properties to perfonr 

21 with the computer system, at one of d) tracking the 

22 performance of the ad and m determining advertiser 

23 charges for serving the ad, 

24 ~"~ wherein the act of encoding the one or more ad 

25 properties of the ad and including the one or more encodec 

26 ad properties in the click URL includes: 
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27 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 



(1 [[a]]) representing, with the computer system, 
each of the one or more ad properties of the ad with a 

binary value,- 

[[fell) concatenating, with the computer system, 
each of the one or more binary values to define a 
sequence of bits; 

_(3 [[e ]]> encoding, with the computer syst€ : m, the 
sequence of bits into a sequence of characters, 
wherein each of the characters is selected ::rom a set 
of K legal characters; and 

(± [[a]]) providing, with the computer sys.em, the 
sequence of characters in the click URL of ,he ad. 



Claims 11-18 (canceled) 

1 Claim 19 (previously presented) : The computer-implerrented 

2 method of claim 10 wherein the act of encoding the sequence of 

3 bits into a sequence of characters includes 

4 i) dividing, with the computer system, a number 

5 defined by the sequence of bits by K to obtain a 

6 result and a remainder, 

7 ii) selecting, with the computer system, one of the K 

8 legal characters using the remainder, 

9 iii) setting, with the computer system, t..,e number to 
10 the result, and 

n iv) repeating acts (i)-(iii) until the result is less 

12 than K. 

1 Claim 20 (currently amended): Apparatus comprising: 

2 one or more processors; 

3 at least one input device; and 
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4 one or more storage devices storing processor-executable 

5 instructions which, when executed by one or more 

6 processors, perform a method of: 
a) encoding one or more ad properties of an ad and 
including the one or more encoded ad properties in a 
click URL, wherein the one or more encoded .id 
properties include [ [ aL I uujL u nc o f (1)^Ee«»te*e» 
indicatin g U u » thn -id uaa oorv r .d, U) in rnr m n H on 
in d i c ating n rl . ^L i uo - nhniyoo , an d <1) U information 
indicating how the ad was selected as a candidate for 

14 serving; 

15 b) serving the ad together with the click URL; 

16 o in response to a user selection of the ad, 

i) decoding the one or more encoded ad 
properties at an intermediate URL server, end 

ii) forwarding a content rendering facility of 
the user to an ad landing page; and 



7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 



17 
18 
19 
20 

21 d) 



22 
23 
24 



using the one or more encoded ad properties to 



perform, with the computer system, at least one of (1) 
tracking the performance of the ad and (2) determining 
advertiser charges for serving the ad. 



1 Claim 21 (original): The apparatus of claim 20 whersin the one 

2 or more ad properties include ad serving parameters. 

1 Claim 22 {currently amended): The apparatus of claim [ [»] 1 29 

2 wherein the one or more encoded ad properties include 

3 information indicating how the ad was served, and wherein the 

4 information indicating how the ad was served includes one or 

5 more of: a time the ad was served; a time the ad was. rendered; a 

6 rendering attribute of the ad; a position of the ad within a Web 
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7 page; information about other ads that were rendered along with 

8 the ad; and a geolocation to which the ad was served. 

1 Claim 23 (previously presented) : The apparatus of claim 20 

2 wherein the act of encoding one or more ad properties represents 

3 the encoded one or more ad properties with characters from a set 

4 of K characters, where K is no more than 72. 

1 Claim 24 (original): The apparatus of claim 23 wherein K is 64. 

1 Claim 25 (original): The apparatus of claim 23 wherein K is 32. 

1 Claim 26 (original): The apparatus of claim 23 wherein K is 16. 

1 Claim 27 (previously presented) : The apparatus of claim 20 

2 wherein the encoded one or more ad properties are represented 

3 with a set of K characters, and wherein the set of K characters 

4 excludes one or more characters selected from a set of 

5 characters consisting of "control" "space" "<" ">" and "%" . 

1 Claim 28 (previously presented) : The apparatus of claim 20 

2 wherein the encoded one or more ad properties are represented 

3 with a set of K characters, and wherein the set of K characters 

4 excludes one or more characters selected from a set of 

5 characters consisting of »{« ">" n \" *\' w a" "[» and «]". 

1 Claim 29 (previously presented) : [ [ll n a^ a i aUu o f nlni m ? 0] ] 

2 Apparatus comprising: 

3 one or more processors; 

4 at least one input device; and 
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5 ox^rjnore^^^ 

6 instructions w hich, when executed by one or more 

7 processors, perform « method of: 

8 aL_encoding_on^^ 
including the one -r more encoded ad proper ties_xn_a 
click URL, w herein the or ™re encoded ad 
e^ogerties include^t least one_of_JlL^22^^ . 
indicating how the ad was served, (2) information 
indicating advertiser charges, and (3) infornnation 
indicating how the ad was selected as^_carviigate_^or 



9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 

15 serving; 



16 b) 5 erving the ad together with the click JJRL^ 

M in response to a use- selection of the ad_^ 

A \ decoding the one or more encoded ad 
nm perties a*- ™ intermediate URL server, jnd 

ii) fnrwardina a content rendering f acility of 
i-he user to an ad landi ng page; and 

22 hi using the o ne or more encoded ad propej^ies^o 

23 perform, with th guter system, at ^:_^ne_oj_(l), 

tracking^oer^^ 
advertiser charges for serving the ad, 

wherein the act of encoding the one oc more ad 
properties of the ad and including the one or more 
encoded ad properties in the click URL includes: 

a [[all) representing each of the one or 
more ad properties of the ad with a binary 

31 value; 

j2 [[fell) concatenating each of the one or 
more binary values to define a sequence of 



17 
18 
19 
20 
21 



24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 



32 
33 

34 bits; 

J3. [[e]]) encoding the sequence of bits 
into a sequence of characters, wherein each 



35 
36 
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37 
38 
39 
40 



of the characters is selected froir a set of 
K legal characters; and 
(4 [[€«]) providing the sequence of 
characters in the click URL of the ad. 



Claims 30-37 (canceled) 

1 Claim 38 (previously presented) : The apparatus of claim 29 

2 wherein the act of encoding the sequence of bits into a sequence 

3 of characters includes 

4 i) dividing a number defined by the sequence of bits 

5 by K to obtain a result and a remainder, 

6 ii) selecting one of the K legal characters using the 

7 remainder , 

iii) setting the number to the result, and 

iv) repeating acts (i)-(iii) until the result is less 



8 
9 

10 than K. 



1 Claim 39 (currently amended) : The computer-implement:ed method 

2 of claim [ [±U 10 wherein the one or more encoded ad 

3 properties include information indicating advertiser charges, 
and wherein the information indicating advertiser charges 
includes one or more of: a price that the advertiser will be 
charged for the impression; a price that the advertiser wxll be 
charged for a click; and a price that the advertiser will be 



4 
5 
6 
7 

8 charged for a conversion 
1 



, Claim 40 (currently amended) : The computer- implemented method 

2 of claim 1 [ [ nh io-u ln the urn. u i mnrr n u uu u u.1 ni r r ore*fc*es- 

3 mcludu inf nr maLi u a in fl l n-. f i ay Mm h1 nnl nn t ed^s-a 

4 c uiUida L c for n e rving, n nrt] 1 wherein the information indicating 

5 how the ad was selected as a candidate for serving includes one 
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6 
7 
8 
9 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 



or of: search conditions that generated the page «th which 

the ad was rendered, a topic of the content with whrch the ad 
„as served, a concept of content with which the ad was served. 
^ an identity of the content with which the ad was served. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim ([Mil 29 
wherein the one or more encoded ad properties include 
information indicating advertiser charges, and where,,, the 
information indicating advertiser charges includes one or more 
of: a price that the advertiser will he charged for the 
session, a price that the advertiser will be charged for a 
dies; and a price that the advertiser will be charged for 



8 conversion 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Claim 42 (currently amended) : The apparatus of claxir 20 

[ CLa L k Lin nnn ■■■ ■ ^ ^ ^"^^^Z^, 

^ea^e^iea^ * > » Uhu ■ T ■ ■ rflnn 

Xo. ucrvi-ig, a-1 1 wherein the information indicating how the 
ad was selected as a candidate for serving includes « 
more of : search conditions that generated the page with which 
th. ad was rendered; a topic of the content with which the ad 
was served; a concept of content with which the ad was served; 
and an identity of the content with which the ad was served. 
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